This is an example of an email that you could send to Defra, however in order for it to be more effective please personalise it, for example include a sentence such as “Although I live in a landlocked city I still feel passionate about protecting marine wildlife’.
Email to: lyme.baycon@defra.gsi.gov.uk 
Dear Mr Cotter
I am writing in response to Defra’s Consultation on measures to protect biodiversity in Lyme Bay. 
Marine habitats such as Lyme Bay reefs play an extremely important role in supporting a diverse range of species. In fact Lyme Bay has over 300 different plants and animals including yellow sunset coral and the pink sea fan. 
Rich and diverse marine habitats are important for biodiversity and also in acting as Carbon Sinks. Our oceans are natural CO2 sinks, and as 70% of our planet is ocean, marine habitats represent the largest active carbon sinks on Earth. Thus in addition to protecting marine habitats such as Lyme Bay reefs for the biodiversity benefits, it is also important to protect them as they play an extremely important role in carbon absorption. 

This is why it is urgent that we protect Lyme Bay Reefs before further damage is carried out and to allow the recovery of seabed communities for the benefit of wildlife and people.

With regards to Defra’s Consultation on measures to protect biodiversity in Lyme Bay I was very disappointed in Options A and B. This is because offering protection to 13 square miles and 25 square miles respectively, are not sufficient to prevent further damage to seabed habitats and protect the diverse wildlife communities they support. 

Of the options provided in the consultation paper, I support Option C: “Exclude the use of all towed gear, by either SFC Byelaw or Order, in the 60 square mile area originally proposed by English Nature in May 2006.”
The full 60 square miles of reef represents less than 10% of Lyme Bay. Closing this area will protect not only the reefs and their wildlife, but also the livelihoods of those who make a living from diving, potting and sea angling on the reefs. All of these activities rely on healthy reefs for their future, and all can be carried out without damaging reef habitats. The economic value of these sustainable uses is more than double the value of scallop dredging on the reef. So Option C is not just the best choice for environmental reasons, but also on social and economic grounds. 

Option C is the only one that can give the Lyme Bay Reefs – and the wildlife and people that depend on them – a sustainable future. I urge Defra to bring an end to the destruction of this important and fragile wildlife habitat by protecting the full 60 square miles of Lyme Bay Reefs.
Yours sincerely
INSERT name




























